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The Music Festival Roundtable provides government agencies, lawmakers, regulators and 
industry stakeholders the opportunity to strengthen relationships, share information, address 
members’ priorities and tackle emerging issues impacting music festivals in NSW. 

It is established by the Minister for Customer Service under the Music Festivals Act 2019, with 
its functions specified in the Act and which include supporting the growth of the music festival 
industry in NSW and the safety of patrons. Membership of the Roundtable is also outlined in the 
Act and comprises equal distribution of government and industry representatives. 

Joint statements about key meeting topics and outcomes are published below: 

Music Festival Roundtable - 12 August 2020

• The third Music Festival Roundtable was held on 12 August 2020. The government co-
chair was John Tansey, Executive Director Regulatory Policy, Better Regulation Division, 
Department of Customer Service. 

• Julia Robinson, General Manager of the Australian Festival Association (AFA) was the industry 
co-chair of the Roundtable as previously appointed by music festival industry representatives. 

• Rochelle Hurst from the Independent Liquor and Gaming Authority (ILGA) Secretariat 
presented on ILGA’s process for determining a festival as ‘high risk’. This process includes 
receiving expert advice from government agencies including NSW Health, NSW Police 
and L&GNSW, with a range of factors considered before a determination. It was noted the 
Authority is required to consider that factors related to the inherent risks associated with 
festivals and it is the Safety Management Plan that reflects the management of risks. It was 
noted that the terminology ‘high risk’ was raised and recommended for change in the Review 
of the Music Festivals Act 2019.

• Joe Rezo from Liquor & Gaming NSW provided an update on the development of a Safety 
Management Plan (SMP) template for festival organisers. Work has commenced looking at 
requirements across government agencies to help make this process as smooth as possible 
for the industry. It was noted the development of the SMP template is incorporating industry 
recommendations based on existing work by the AFA. L&GNSW will provide a consultation 
plan out of session, and confirmed plans for wider industry consultation in the next stages of 
developing a template.

• The Roundtable noted the Review of the Music Festivals Act 2019 had been formally tabled 
in the NSW Parliament by Minister Dominello. It is noted a whole-of-government review 
of the recommendations, to be led by L&GNSW, will require consulting with other parts of 
Government. The Roundtable recognised that any changes to legislation recommended 
by the Report that are supported by Government will need to follow the normal legislative 
process.
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• Dr Catherine Francis from NSW Health presented an overview and key trends in health-
related data and harm reduction measures in the most recent season of music festivals. 
Results of the introduction of amnesty bins and the Stay OK campaign were also presented. 
NSW Health have strengthened the evidence base for harm reduction for future festivals, 
working with NSW Ambulance and Local Health Districts to consolidate clinical data and 
qualitative data during pre-brief and debrief meetings. This includes speaking to festival 
organisers and onsite medical teams to inform the ongoing approach and any future 
revisions to Health guidelines for festivals.

• The Roundtable discussed the NSW Government response to the ‘Coroner’s Inquest into 
the deaths of six patrons of NSW music festivals between December 2017 and January 
2019’. The response was released in December 2019 just after the first Roundtable meeting. 
It was noted that the development of responses in future would benefit from expertise and 
feedback from the Roundtable. 

• Julia Robinson presented on two documents. The first was a draft framework, designed to 
provide festival organisers with a guide for being COVID-Safe, following wide stakeholder 
consultation by the AFA. The second was a roadmap for the return of music festivals. Both 
documents are open to comment from Roundtable members.

• The Roundtable agreed to conduct an out of session workshop to map the regulatory 
requirements on festival organisers and provide a summary back to members at the next 
Roundtable.

Next steps

• Safety Management Plan Template Consultation plan to be distributed to members

• Festival Red-Tape Review workshop on mapping current regulatory requirements to be 
scheduled

• Feedback and review of Return of music festivals NSW Roadmap and Festival Re-open 
Framework by members  
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Attendee List

Roundtable attendees Organisation

John Tansey Department of Customer Service

Natasha Luschwitz Department of Premier and Cabinet

Dr Catherine Francis Ministry of Health

Daniel Madeddu Ministry of Health

AC Peter Thurtell NSW Police

David Dutton NSW Ambulance

Luke Walton NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment

Phil Ventham Destination NSW

Augusta Supple Create NSW

Julia Robinson Australian Festival Association

Adelle Robinson Australian Festival Association

Jessica Ducrou Australian Festival Association

Tara Benney Australian Festival Association

John Wardle APRA AMCOS

Emily Collins Music NSW

Evelyn Richardson Live Performance Australia

John Oddy Australian Recording Industry Association

Cr Linda Scott Local Government NSW

Vanessa Seagrove Unions NSW

Advisors Organisation

Rochelle Hurst Independent Liquor & Gaming Authority

Marcel Savary Liquor & Gaming NSW

Joe Rezo Liquor & Gaming NSW

Michael Rochester NSW Police

Observers Organisation

Damian Thomas Local Government NSW

Julia Messner NSW Health

Wendy Yeung Wye Kong Liquor & Gaming NSW 

Steve Johnston NSW Police
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