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PARRAMATTA WESTFIELD NSW 2150
Dear Mr Horton
SUBMISSION TO THE NEWCASTLE CBD LIQUOR LICENCE CONDITIONS
REVIEW
This is a submission to the Newcastle CBD Liquor Licence Condi ons
Review. We are a group of medical prac oners who live in
Newcastle and work in the public health system or in primary care in
Newcastle, and are keenly aware of the history of alcohol related
harms in Newcastle prior to the 2008 change in licensing condi ons,
known as the ‘Newcastle condi ons’.
We strongly support maintaining the Newcastle condi ons and
believe they should be extended to adjacent suburbs where
unacceptable alcohol related violence con nues to occur including
the Hamilton area/Beaumont Street.
Risky drinking and alcohol a ributable deaths in the Hunter New
England region exceeds NSW averages[i]. The John Hunter Hospital
was a recruitment site for an evalua on of the impact of alcohol
presenta ons on the hospital. Alcohol was by far the most common
psychoac ve substance contribu ng to drug-related presenta ons[ii].
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The current level of alcohol related problems in Australia is highly
signiﬁcant. Over 20% Australians drink alcohol at risky levels on a
monthly basis, and one in ﬁve Australians have experienced alcohol
related verbal abuse in the past year[iii]. The impact of alcohol is
profound including a major driver of motor vehicle deaths and
injuries[iv] and contributor to family violence including women being
killed by their partners [v] [vi]. Alcohol results in over 5,500 deaths per
year and over 155,000 hospital admissions annually[vii]. Alcohol is
associated with 14 - 27% of hospital emergency department
presenta ons[viii], [ix]. Alcohol costs Australia between $A15 billion[x]
and $A35 billion[xi] each year while bringing in a taxa on revenue of
approximately $A8.6billion per year[xii].
As medical prac oners who live and work in the Newcastle area, we
are regular witnesses to the devasta ng eﬀects of alcohol on our
community.
There is robust interna onal evidence that alcohol availability,
through hotels and bo le shops, is strongly associated with alcohol
related harm and that reduc ons in alcohol availability results in
decreased alcohol related harm[xiii].
Restric ons in alcohol trading in the fourteen Newcastle hotels has
resulted in a successful signiﬁcant and sustained reduc on in alcohol
related violence, demonstrated by academic publica ons from
researchers at Newcastle University and elsewhere. The restric on in
alcohol availability resulted in an immediate decrease of alcohol
related violence of 37%[xiv] that has been sustained with a decrease
of alcohol related assaults by 21% ﬁve years a er the introduc on of
the Newcastle condi ons[xv].
This evidence is also supported by the latest data from the Bureau of
Crime Sta s cs and Research (BOCSAR). From October 2007 to 2017,
there has been a 79% reduc on in the non-domes c assaults
recorded by police in Newcastle and Newcastle West on Friday and
Saturday nights [xvi]. Data from Newcastle Police shows that from
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March 2008 to July 2015 there has been a 140 per cent increase in
on-premise liquor licenses in the Newcastle CBD.
It should be noted that the principal proponents of extending the
licensing hours and relaxing the ‘Newcastle condi ons’ are proposing
this to increase liquor sales and availability, with the aim of
increasing proﬁt. As has been demonstrated above, our community
bears a signiﬁcant economic, health and social cost as a
consequence. We encourage your review to consider the objec ves
of the NSW Liquor Act 1982, consider the evidence being presented
and ﬁnd that the licensing condi ons should not be relaxed.
The Review can be conﬁdent that any signiﬁcant loosening of
licensing condi ons, i.e. increasing the availability of alcoholic
beverages in the Newcastle CBD, will create addi onal alcohol
related harm.
The evidence above demonstrates that the Newcastle condi ons are
eﬀec ve in reducing alcohol related harm and should remain in
place.
Yours sincerely
Signed by
Dr Marney Wilson
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