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Hi and thanks for the chance to share our opinions on the lockouts to inform your review.
On behalf of FBi Radio Sydney and I’d like to share with you a statement our Executive Director
Clare Holland made a few weeks ago. FBi is community radio station built to play Sydney music
with 5,000 members and more than 400,000 listeners across greater Sydney.
We are a popular grass roots organisation run by and for people who support Sydney's creative
industries, its artists and the venues who give them a place to meet the audiences who love
them.
Clare's statement captures the board and members' views on this issue and I hope it will
pursudae you that a better response is needed to secure safe nights in a global city.
Best regards,
Cass Wilkinson 
President
FBi Radio 

www.fbiradio.com 

    

February 11th 2016
CLARE HOLLAND

Many artists and creative communities associated with FBi have spoken out about the
detrimental impact that these laws are having. As an organisation committed to fostering
and supporting Sydney music, arts and culture, it’s a debate that is difficult for us to
ignore. Nor should we. FBi exists to support a culturally vibrant city.
Currently, venues are either closing their doors earlier or permanently. 
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That means fewer choices for audiences to engage with a range of artistic practice. 
It means fewer stages for emerging local talent to perform on and fewer
opportunities to break through at home and abroad.
It means less diversity in programming, and it means the already difficult task of
earning a living as an artist in this city is made even harder.

Culture thrives only through exposure and interaction. When there are fewer
opportunities to see and hear and be inspired, culture suffers. Our city suffers.
We understand that the burden of balancing the needs and opinions of Sydney’s many
constituents is an unenviable one, and thankfully not one that we have to bear. We don’t
have the responsibility of regulating to ensure their safety and the human consequences
to face should we get it wrong.
But the flipside is that safety and cultural vibrancy need not be mutually exclusive. If the
question is posed as whether safety is more important than cultural vibrancy, it’s hard to
argue against safety – it is a fundamental need and human right. But this is a false
dichotomy, it does not need to be one or the other. 
There are regulatory choices that can be made that strike a balance between ensuring
safety and supporting a late night economy, and to be a truly world class city we need to
be striving to achieve this balance.
We should also acknowledge that a lack of cultural vibrancy cannot be blamed on
licensing laws or lock outs alone. We should look to those cities with vibrant late night
economies and ask how they do it. We should take responsibility for our cultural lives. We
should refrain from throwing our arms up in dismay. We should celebrate, enjoy and
support the culture we have.
And we should Turn up. Fill the bars, galleries, restaurants and live music venues in this
city.
The responsibility to create a culturally vibrant city doesn’t sit with our politicians and
legislators alone. It also rests with us, as audiences, to support the creative industries we
believe in.




